_ohn Chiang has an obscure job that mainly involves

servmg in the role of state accountant. But he’s used

hts !everage as Controller to become a rising force in
rnia Democratic Party and a leading nem-
n Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

e state budget shortfall, Chiang refused to
ernor’s orders to cut the pay of state employ-
ral minimum wage and to furlough many of

essentially won on wages, but a court rebuffed
rlough issue.
hiang emerged from those fights hailed by some as a
friend of workers; Schwarzenegger accuses him of pandering
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refunds earlier this year, saylng the state didn”

All of this has lent unlikely prominence to the baby—faced
son of Taiwanese immigrants, a career tax lawyer and tax
administrator. Chlang s rise is worth watching because Cah-
fornia Democrats have a lot of power,
lot of youth. Attorney General Jerry B
ant Governor John Garamendi, 64, ar
contenders for governor in 2010. If he
the 46-year-old Chiang could represe
California Democratic Party.




